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Changes in the 2015 Contest Rulebook
*Change No. 3 affects the Evaluation Contest

1. (2. Eligibility-2)
a) However, a charter member of a club chartered less than one year before the club
contest 1s permitted to compete without having completed this requirement. The club

must have officially chartered before the area contest.

2. (International Speech Contest Rules: 1)
A Semifinals are to be held at the International Convention, and will include all district

winners randomly assigned to separate contests.

3. (Evaluation Contest Rules: C)

Contestants may not use digital or other devices during the contest to gain an unfair



advantage.

4. (Table Topic Contest Rules: 4)

The same as above.
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[Test Speaker]

Q1. Are there any regulations related to choosing a test speaker?

A1l. The Contest Rulebook explains as follows: “It is recommended that at all levels of
the contest, the Toastmaster giving the test speech is not a member of the same club as
one of the contestants.” You need to be fair to all contestants. Thus, you should avoid the
following situation: a test speaker is close acquaintance with a particular contestant or
a particular contestant has listened to the test speaker’s speech many times, so he / she
knows the characteristics of the test speaker’s speech. If possible, ask a Toastmaster who
does not belong to the same club as contestants’ to take a test speaker’s role. In such a

situation, you need to check up all clubs that contestants belong to in advance.

At Area Contest, if it 1s difficult to find out a test speaker outside the clubs in Area,
Contest Chair or Contest Host club assigns a duty as a test speaker secretly.

At Division Contest, assign a duty as a test speaker to a Toastmaster of clubs where no
contestant will participate in the Division Contest.

In both contest, a test speaker must be confidential.



If a Toastmaster takes on the role of a test speaker, he / she cannot participate in any
level contest as a contestant. You should ascertain the wishes of the person concerned
beforehand.
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Q2. Can I serve as a test speaker at any club contest, while being a contestant of my own
club?

A2. Yes, you can.
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Q3. What types of speech is appropriate as a test speech?

A3. Contest Rulebook explains as follows: “The test speech shall be either a contest-type
speech, or taken from one of the assignments in the Competent Communication manual.”
There is no strict rule, but it is preferable to make a quite new speech which nobody has

listened to.
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Q4. Though Contest Rulebook stipulates “It is recommended that at all levels of the
contest, the Toastmaster giving the test speech is not a member of the same club as one
of the contestants,” How is club contest managed?

A4. Contest Rulebook explains as follows: “Club, area, division, district. Each club in



good standing is permitted to choose its contestant for each area speech contest by
whatever means the club desires. If a contest is held, it must comply with the rules in
this manual, ...” Referring to this, it is preferable to choose a test speaker from another

club. If it’s not possible, be sure to be fair to all contestants.

[>T 2% 1]

Q5. AN aryTAZ Yy N ThLGE, hoa T A NOFELZEIC/2 D Z LIEARETT
e

A5 777 bDAaryTARRLARETY, L= T U EDOa T A MTIE, B
Mar7A2 L b ThHYE, FEEEEZIIEZT L LITTEEEA,

[Contestant]

Q6. Can I take on a role as a judge at any contest, as a contestant of my own club?

A6. You are allowed to accept a judge at a club contest. However, at Area, Division and

District Contest, you cannot be a judge, if you are the contestant.
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Q6. What does “the restriction on use of the digital device” specifically mean?

AG6. District 76 has a belief that all contestants, judges, contest officials and audience
take honest and fair attitude to the contest. We also decide on our policy for the digital
device based on our belief. Thus, we suggest you consider “what the range of application
for the digital device is” by yourself. As a rough indication, we recommend you to use a
digital device without communication function such as a digital dictionary with a battery
or a stopwatch.” Even if communication function is not built in, using an IC recorder is

prohibited.
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Q7.1 am worried whether I could finish my evaluation within a set time. Can I use my
own stopwatch while evaluating?

A'7. Yes, but “Contestants may not use digital or other devices during the contest to gain
an unfair advantage.” (see Contest Rulebook) It is highly recommended not to use a
stopwatch with communication function in your smartphone’s app, but to use a battery

type stopwatch or timer.

Q8. TAMAE—FZENTWVLMICAEEL LD HMIZHONT, BUETH Y 70
A 8. L—L Tk, AEARICHEIDHY A, A X, K, B TRTIZOT 20
EVWIHHIRLH Y FHA, BDOHADT7 r—~y e ZHELSTESW, FlearTAxsx
MR AERBERAETERDOTZREOTZOIZ, 27 A MEEMO Ad DA/ 1A =
TANMIYHABAT D AR LET,

Q8. Is there any regulation with regard to the preparatory notes?
AS8. Nothing. There are no rules regarding the size, the color and the number of memo
pads. You can prepare your favorite format. It is recommended that Contest Officials

provide contestants with one piece of A4 size paper on the date of the contest.
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[Judges]

Q9. Who would it be appropriate to ask judges of?

A9. Check each section ‘2. Eligibility’ and ‘5. General Procedure.” The Contest Rulebook
explains: “At area contests, there shall be an equal number of voting judged from each

club in the area, or a minimum of five voting judges. In addition to these voting judges,



a contest chair, chief judge, tiebreaking judge, three counters, and two timers shall be
appointed.” You need to ask every club president to prepare for the judges in light of the
number of clubs in your Area.

Contest Rulebook also mentions that “At district contests, there shall be an equal
number of voting judges from each area in the division, or a minimum of seven voting
judges.... No chief judge, voting judge or tiebreaking judge shall be a member of any club
in which a contestant is a member.” Any club to which the contestant belongs is not

allowed to provide judges.
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[Contest officials]

Q10. Should we need two Contest SAA?

A10. What Contest SAA do during the contest is counting the five-minute preparation
time and supervising the preparation itself.

Regardless of the availability of a waiting room, one Contest SAA takes contestants to
the contest venue and hand back preparation materials to them, and the other
supervises the waiting contestants. In the case that the number of contest officials is
insufficient, please consider asking other official to hold Contest SAA position
simultaneously. But the judging team: judges, timers vote-counters: cannot take the

dual or more roles.
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Q11. During the five-minute preparation time, should we take contestants to separate

rooms respectively or make them stay in one room?



A11. You could make them stay in one room.
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Q12. What contestants shouldn’t do during the waiting time?

A12. The Contest Rulebook says that “after five minutes have elapsed, no further
preparation shall be allowed.” In short, it is prohibited to take notes about your
evaluation, look up words in dictionaries and discuss the test speaker’s speech or your

evaluation with other contestants.
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Q13.We cannot prepare a room for creating evaluation. What should we do?

A13. Contest Rulebook explains as follows: “Timing and preparation supervision shall be
under the control of the contest sergeant at arms. Where it is not practical for contestants
to leave the room, contestants will complete their five-minute preparation in the same
room under the control of the contest sergeant at arms.”

Contestants stay in the same room and prepare for their evaluation for five minutes.
Contest Chair will announce the five-minute silence to the audience. After five minutes,
all contestants, except for the first evaluator, hand all written material to the Contest
SAA. Leaving the first contestant, others leave the room and come back in their turns.
“Preparation material shall be handed back to contestants as they are introduced to

present their evaluation.” (Contest Rulebook)
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Q14. Unless there is sufficient room to use as a waiting room, could contestants wait in
the hallway?
A14. In that case, check whether the voice from other contestants using microphones is

leaked to the outside before the contest starts, and find the place no voice is leaked.
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Q15. At the contest, a test speaker’s name and speech title will be introduced. Is it correct
a test speaker’s name and speech title is not printed on the program?

A15. That’s right. Please keep secret who is the test speaker and what the title is by the
date of the contest. In addition, Contest Rulebook explains as follows: “Neither the
manual project nor any objectives that the speaker may have shall be made known to

the contestants, chief judge, voting judges, tiebreaking judge or audience.”
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Q16. Could you explain when and how Contest SAA collects and hands back preparatory

materials?



A16. Contest Rulebook explains as follows: “After five minutes have elapsed, no further
preparation shall be allowed and with the exception of the first contestant, who shall be
call back as first evaluator, all others shall hand all written material to the contest
sergeant at arms. Preparation material shall be handed back to contestants as they are

introduced to present their evaluation.”



